
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Word Became Flesh” 

The Festival of the Nativity of Our Lord-- Christmas Day 
 
Welcome!  Today the Christian Church sings its praise to God for the mystery of the Word who 
became flesh, the incarnate God, Jesus Christ.  Our Savior Jesus is both true God and true man, the 
Son of God and the Son of Mary.  We celebrate this great mystery, recognizing that Jesus’ birth into 
this world was the first step on the road to the cross, by which he paid for our sins and earned our 
salvation and redemption. 

 
Pre-Service Music 
 
Welcome and Introduction 
 
OPENING HYMN                                                                                   Oh, Come, All You Faithful  
                                                                                                                               Christian Worship 55 
Please stand for the singing of the final stanza. 
 
INVOCATION 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son �  and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
RESPONSIVE DIALOGUE FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 
M: Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
C: His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
 
M: The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
C: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Psalm 98:1-3 
 
M: But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? Malachi 3:2 
C: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  Psalm 130:3 
 
M: Restore us again, O God our Savior, and put away your displeasure toward us. 
C: Show us your unfailing love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. Psalm 85:4,7 
 
M: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
 because he has come and has redeemed his people. Luke 1:68 
C: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. Luke 1:46-47 
 
M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, 
 born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, 
 that we might receive the full rights of sons. Galatians 4:4-5 
C: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
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 We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
 who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 
 
M: I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you.  He is Christ the Lord. 
C: Glory to God in the highest! Luke 2:10,11,14 
   
M:  We join our hearts and voices with the angel choir; singing Gloria to our newborn King! 
C:  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 
 
HYMN All Praise to You, Eternal God 
  Christian Worship 33 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray. 
C:    Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from our 

old bondage under the yolk of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                                                                               Micah 5:2-5a  
 

HYMN             Joy to the World 
 Christian Worship 62 

“Joy to the World,” is based on the words of Psalm 98, which is the psalm appointed for Christmas. 
 
SECOND LESSON              
Galatians 4:4-7  
         
GOSPEL                       
John 1:1-14 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY          “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

  Christian Worship 35 
 

SERMON       John 1:14 
 

 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH (Second Article with Luther’s Explanation) 
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

M: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true 

man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, 
from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with his holy, 
precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. 
All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and 
lives and rules eternally.  This is most certainly true. 

OFFERING  
As the offering is brought forward, stand and sing CW 43, st. 1 and 4 

To thee my heart I offer, O Christchild sweet and dear, 
Upon thy love relying; Oh, be thou ever near! 
Take thou my heart and give me thine, And let it be forever mine, 
O Jesus, holy, undefiled, My Savior meek and mild. 

 
Let  me be thine forever, O Christchild sweet and dear. 
Uphold me with thy mercy; Oh, be thou ever near! 
From thee I gladly all receive, And what is mine to thee I give; 
My heart, my soul, and all I own -- Let these be thine alone. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior has been 

born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending your Son to be our 
Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 
 

M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our salvation! 
Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a 
manger. 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our Savior. 
 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know that Jesus 
has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad the good news 
of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make use of the unique opportunities 
this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard concerning the child. 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people. 



Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 
M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

 Silent prayer. 
 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today and every 
day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
HYMN                   Peace Came to Earth  

Christian Worship: Supplement  707 
 
BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and �  give you peace. 
C:  �   Amen.  Amen.  Amen.   
 
 
CLOSING ANTHEM                                      Oh, Rejoice, All Christians, Loudly 
               Christian Worship 45 
 

Welcome to all who join us this morning to worship our Lord and Savior who was born in 
Bethlehem.  May the birth of the Christ-child fill us with hope and peace and joy.   
   
Thank you from Pastor Raddatz, Matt Kanzenbach, Carolyn Schwede and Mandy Marquardt 
for all the Christmas cards and gifts.  May the joy of Christmas fill your hearts this morning 
and throughout the year.  Have a blessed and safe Christmas season.   
 
                       New Year’s Eve Worship with the Lord’s Supper  7:00  p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


